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Robert D. Hawk, Jr. is a seasoned civil trial lawyer whose practice is defined by the
successful defense of complex, high-exposure litigation. His practice encompasses the
defense of transportation and trucking litigation, construction accident litigation, the
defense of worker's compensation claims, employment matters, premises liability,
insurance coverage and bad faith litigation, commmercial disputes, catastrophic personal
injury, wrongful death, and professional liability claims.

Over the course of his career, Mr. Hawk has handled a broad spectrum of high-exposure
and legally complex matters. His experience includes defending claims brought under 42
U.S.C. §1983, including allegations involving law enforcement use of force, defending
claims involving allegations of sexual assault and misconduct, litigating complex
construction and industrial accident cases, and managing catastrophic injury and
wrongful death litigation. His practice has included the successful defense of
constitutional claims, catastrophic injury and wrongful death actions, complex
commercial disputes, employment litigation, construction accident litigation, and
worker's compensation matters at both the trial and appellate levels. This diverse
litigation background enables him to provide practical, strategic counsel across a wide
range of tort, constitutional, employment and worker's compensation matters.
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Before joining Kopka Law Group, Mr. Hawk managed the Worker's Compensation
Litigation Department at a prominent Indiana defense firm, where he successfully
represented employers and worker's compensation insurers in complex claims through
the state. He completed Indiana’s Civil Mediation Training in 2005 and is qualified to
serve as a neutral in litigated civil matters.

Throughout his career, Mr. Hawk has also been entrusted with the representation of
developmentally disabled individuals in both civil and criminal matters. Among his most
meaningful representations was serving as counsel for two non-verbal, developmentally
disabled young men in a civil action involving a residential institution, successfully
protecting their interests in highly sensitive litigation.

Mr. Hawk has been selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in
America™ since 2018 for Personal Injury Litigation — Defendants. He is recognized for
combining practical judgment with vigorous advocacy, earning the trust of businesses,
insurers, public entities, employers, and individuals in high-stakes litigation.

A resident of Northwest Indiana, Mr. Hawk remains active in the special education and
autismm communities through his family’s longstanding involvement and advocacy.

Memberships
o Indiana State Bar Association

Trial and Case Highlights

e« Bob obtained a defense verdict in Federal Court on behalf of a national trucking
client. In three lanes of traffic on 1-80/1-94, the plaintiff blamed a trucker for
merging into his lane, the impact causing the plaintiff to crash into a barrier, his
vehicle then overturning. As a result of the accident, the plaintiff underwent several
surgeries to repair a severe shoulder injury. The defense determined that it was the
action of the plaintiff, attempting to speed up and pull his vehicle in front of the
tractor-trailer, which caused the collision. After a four-day trial, a verdict was found
in favor of the defense.

e Ina particularly unique workers' compensation claim, Bob achieved a fully
favorable defense decision against a claim involving a purely psychological injury.
Ultimately, while on appeal, the matter was resolved for a significantly reduced
figure.

Admissions

Indiana

e U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Indiana
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Indiana

Education
e Drake University Law School, J.D., cum laude
e Knox College, B.A.



