
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practice Areas 

• Appellate Work 
• Construction Defect Litigation 
• Contract Disputes 
• Corporate 

• Coverage Litigation 
• Planning and Zoning 
• Real Estate Closings 
• Trusts, Wills, and Estates 

 
Philip Steigerwald focuses his practice on defense litigation, representing insurance 
carriers and companies in various civil matters. Before joining Kopka, his practice covered 
a wide variety of matters, including general litigation, acquisitions, commercial contracts, 
commercial and residential real estate, estate planning, probate, criminal defense, and 
condominium and homeowners’ association matters.  

Philip also clerked at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Madison, drafting and research of briefs 
in a wide variety of civil and criminal matters, both at trial and appellate levels.  

Prior to his law career, Philip was a high school teacher at the Chesterton Academy of 
Milwaukee, Inc. where he taught philosophy, theology, and history. He also served as the 
attorney coach for the mock trial team at Badger High School in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 

 
Awards and Accolades 

• UW Madison, Best Brief Competition, Semifinalist (2019) 
 
Memberships 

• State Bar of Wisconsin 
• Walworth County Bar Association 

 
Trial and Case Highlights 

• Drafted a winning brief in Wisconsin Supreme Court case clarifying the 3-step 
process in coverage analysis of commercial general liability policies, overturning 
precedent of Wis. Pharmacal Co., LLC v. Neb. Cultures of Cal., Inc. 

• Awarded a summary judgment in favor of a homeowner’s association where the 
former owner sued the association, claiming she still retained the memberships. 
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• Defeated a motion to enforce arbitration agreement, despite longstanding rule 
strongly in favor of enforcing such agreements. 

• Drafted winning brief in Illinois appellate case. Plaintiff, a purchaser of units in a 
Chicago condominium, appealed grants of summary judgment and dismissals of 
various counts relating to defendants, condominium association and realtors, 
alleged representations and promises relating to the sale of subject units. 
 

Admissions 
• Wisconsin 

 
Education 

• University of Wisconsin Law School, J.D., cum laude, (2021)  
• Thomas Aquinas College (2017) 


